As 1 became further involved in my thesis work, 1 became more and more aware of the remarkable thesis which Castaing had written. It provided my first introduction to electron optics, aberrations of electron lenses and the interaction of electron and X-ray beam with matter. Even today, the English translation which Pol Duwez and 1 published in 1955 is required reading for my students.
I first met Castaing at a small meeting of some of the people who were involved in early development of electron probe microanalyzers in the U.S., England and France. It was held in Washington, DC in 1958 and was The work of Castaing and his students, Henry and Slodzian, on charged-particle imaging spectrometers is a marvelous example of the best optics and what can be done with them for characterization of materials. In fact, the magnetic prism they used was the inspiration for the method of EELS employing a point-to-point focussing magnetic prism below the camera chamber which I tried on a old AEI electron microscope in 1967 while I was on a Sabbatical leave at the Cavendish Laboratory. The fact that this approach has been widely adopted for EELS in the conventional TEM is a tribute to the recognition by Castaing of the value of the prism as optical element for charged-particle instruments.
Professor Castaing and his work has had a profound influence on my life as it undoubtedly has had on the lives and the research work of many others. 1 trust that he will continue to generate ideas that will be of as great a value as the ones that he has already produced. 
